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SUB J : RHODESIA: PATRIOTIC FRONT UNITY PROSPECTS 

1 . VINCENT MIJONI, EDITOR OF THE ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL AND 
CLOSE TO JOSHUA NKOMO, DECEMBER 22 TOLD DCM THAT THE 
FRONTLINE MEETING AT BEIRA MARKED THE BEGINNING OF TRUE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT (PF) UNITY, ESPECIALLY ON THE MILITARY 
SIDE. FIRM DECISIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN BY ZANU AND ZAPU TO 
INTEGRATE THEIR CADRE. ZAPU CADRE WILL BE ASSIGNED TO 
ZANU UNITS IN MOZAMBIQUE AND ZANU IN ZAMBIA. THIS TIME 
AROUND MEASURES LEADING TO UNITY WOULD STICK BECAUSE THE 
WILL TO UNIFY CAME FROM WITHIN THE PF, NOT SOMETHING 
ARTIFICIAL FORCED UPON THE PF BY THE FRONTLINE. 

2. MIJONI SAID A UNIFIED PF WOULD BE READY FOR A MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE BY MARCH OF 1978 AND THIS OFFENSIVE WOULD BE 
STRONG ENOUGH TO FORCE SMITH TO DEAL POLITICALLY WITH THE 
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PF AND SPECIFICALLY WITH NKOMO. MIJONI SPECULATED THAT 
A SHOW OF PF UNITY AND MILITARY STRENGTH WOULD NOT NECESSARILY 
BE DISTASTEFUL TO SMITH. NKOMO WAS. HE SAID, SOMEONE 
RESPECTED BY SMITH FOR HIS LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, AND SMITH 
WOULD PREFER HIM TO OTHER NATIONALISTS AS THE LEADER OF 
AN INDEPENDENT ZIMBABWE. A DISPLAY OF MILITARY STRENGTH 
BY THE PF WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR SMITH TO JUSTIFY TO 
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THE WHITES WITHIN RHODESIA A DECISION TO GIVE NKOMO THE 
PRINCIPAL ROLE IN THE FORMATION OF A BLACK GOVERNMENT. 

3. COMMENT: MIJONI EXPRESSED VIEWS SIMILAR TO THE ABOVE 
LAST OCTOBER. THERE IS UNDOUBTEDLY A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF 
WISHFUL THINKING IN HIS PREDICTION OF UNITY BETWEEN ZAPU 
AND ZANU. HE DOES REFLECT THE VIEWS OF ZAMBIAN AND ZAPU 
LEADERSHIP HOWEVER. LOW 
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